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' Ava(7Ka<j>al Kal '^pevvat iv ®ecraaKCa Kara to ero's 1910. By A. 2. 
APBANITOnOTAAOS. Athens: H. A. Sa/eeWa/Jto?, 1911. 

On pp. 168-264 of the IIpaKTiKa t^s 'ApxaioXoyuaj^ 'Eraipuxi for 1910, 
of which the monograph before us is a reprint, ArvanitopouUos gives 
us a preliminary account of his excavations and investigations in Thessaly 
for the year 1910. He is no novice in this field. Beginning with 1906 he has 
been doing splendid service for the Greek Archaeological Society as director 
of its fruitful work in Thessaly. Much has been accomplished in the field 
of topography; and the light shed upon the history of Greek art by his 
discovery of that interesting series of painted gravestones and of the rich 
works of the engraver's art from Thessalian tombs would, if that were the 
whole, be ample reward for the labors expended in that part of Greece. 

The explorations covered in this report include many important sites — 
notably lolcus, Larissa, Pharsalus, Magnesia (the probable site), Pherae, 
Pagasae, Gonni, the Vale of Tempe, etc. The finds include vaulted tombs 
graves, architectural remains, temples, theaters, stoas, aqueducts, sculptures, 
paintings, ceramics, coins, inscriptions (some of them apparently important 
for the better understanding of the Thessalian dialect), jewelry, remains of 
splendid cities of classical times not even identified as yet. In point of time 
they cover the prehistoric, Mycenaean, classical Greek, Roman, and Byzantine 
periods. Of peculiar interest are the prehistoric, circular tomb-inclosures, 
suggesting Dorpfeld's royal tombs of Leucas-Ithaca, and the elliptical temple 
of Athena Polias ( ?) on the acropolis of Gonni. 

Under the long-continued Turkish domination the treasures of Greek 
art were subjected to the destructive lust of the Turk for half a century 
longer in Thessaly than in the rest of Greece. But since the province was 
freed from the Turkish yoke (1881), many remnants of art and archaeology 
have been collecting. For a long time there was no place provided for their 
preservation, and vandalism and war (1897-98) did much for their further 
mutilation and destruction, till Mr. Arvanitopoullos began his work in the 
north. Sculptures, vases, architectural pieces, bronzes, etc., have at last 
found shelter, and the museums of Volo and Larissa are now becoming impor- 
tant and interesting centers of archaeological study. 

Not the least interesting feature of this report is the sxirvey of the 
archaeological field of Thessaly and the prospect it gives of things to be done 
in the campaigns of 1911-12. Walter Millee 

University op Missouri 



Antike Fluchtafeln. Von Richard WOnsch. 2te Aufl. Bonn: 
Marcus und Weber, 1912. Pp. 31. M. 0.70. 

Aus einem griechischen Zauberpapyrus. Von Richard Wunsch. 
Bonn: Marcus und "Weber, 1911. Pp. 31. M. 0.70. 
These little texts form Nos. 20 and 84 respectively of the useful series of 

Kleine Texte fiir Vorlesungen und tJhungen, and the name of their editor is a 
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sufficient guaranty of competence in the treatment of the perplexing sub- 
jects with which they deal. 

From the large number of ancient defixiones, of which about five hundred 
are at present known, the editor, in the first of these works, has selected seven, 
five in Greek and two in Latin, which show definite influences from either 
Judaism or Christianity. These influences are seen in occasional modi- 
fications of the regular formulae used in the curses and in the employment 
of Jewish and Christian sacred names, often misspelled and misunderstood, 
to lend impressiveness and mystery to the imprecations. The defixiones in 
this collection are directed against various kinds of offenders, of whom 
drivers in the circus are the most prominent. Most of them have been 
already published by Wiinsch in his "Defixionum Tabellae Atticae" (I.G. 
Ill, 3) and all but one by AudoUent in his Defixionum Tabellae, but this 
collection will make more readily available specimens of several notable 
types, and the compact and instructive commentary should prove stimulative 
alike to students of the classical literatures and to those of the religion and 
folk-lore of the Hellenistic world. 

Much light is cast upon these inscriptions by certain magical papjrri, 
and in the second text Wiinsch gives a selection, based upon the edition of 
Wessely, of over two hundred and sixty consecutive lines from a Paris papy- 
rus (Suppl. gr. 574), which is the best representative of the works of this class. 
The selection consists of prescriptions for a love-incantation: the magic 
sacrifice to be made (eiriOvim), the formula of address to the gods invoked 
{\6yo<i), and the prophylactic to insure the conjurer against harm {(j>v\aK- 
TT^piov). These form a brief and orderly series of directions to which are 
appended certain alternative formulae, both in prose and in verse and in 
part borrowed from the Orphic hymns, which destroy the unity of the 
original and appear to be placed here as the result of recensions of it. Into 
the notes upon this edition also the learning of Wiinsch has compressed 
much of interest from the field of ancient magic, and these two little books 
will furnish a good introduction to the study of an important undercurrent 
in Greek life and belief. 

Aethxje Stanley Pease 
Univebsity of Illinois 



Charakteristik der lateinischen Sprache. Von Dh. F. Oskak Weise. 
4te Aufi. Leipzig und Berlin: B. G. Teubner, 1909. M. 3.60, 
bound. 

The modest subtitle "Ein Versuch," which appeared on the title-page of 
the first edition (1891) of this little book, indicates the diffidence of an 
author who has ventured upon a comparatively new and vmworked field 
and who is now submitting the firstfruits of his studies to the learned world. 
The great popularity which the book enjoyed immediately on its publica- 
tion is evidenced by favorable reviews, rapid sale, a French translation 



